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THANKSGIVING 



SERMON, dV, 



Psalm xlvii. 6, 

Sing Praifes to God^ fing Praifes : Shtg Prai/es u0$ 

our King^ fing Prmfis^ 

THE title of this Pfidm is-^-To the chief mufi- 
cian^ a Pfalm for the fons of Korah : [or^ 
according to the exaftly literal meaning of 
tlie or^nal Hebrew names of office and charaderiftic 
diftindions or aualifications] To the vidorious, A 
fruAuofe or prarac Pfalm of thankfgiying, for the fons 
df ftoft i.e. either to quicken a cold devotion; or rather 
(adapting it te the viAorious progrefs of the Meffiah't 
kingdom in every age and every country where chrif*. 
tianity prevails s plainly (ignificd by, o u r k i n G, in, 
the words of my text) To the vigorous God of Ifrael 
and King Mefliah or Chrift % a thanklgiving Pfalm or 
divine fong of praifes, to be ufed by the (bns of refor<* 
niation from ancichriftian errors now frozen up from 
the influences of the flames of perlecution by meant of 
the wind of do£trine proceeding from what ^&5^A9e^^ 
by anricbriftianifm (at iV\\s um^^Wv^ \\Q»\>JcAWv\«^*i 
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(as Chrift was called a Nazarene, which fignifies an 
heretic or feparacift i and a Galilean, i. e. a reyolutioner 
conftancly ftruggling for freedom from the yoak of 
Jewiih ceremonies and unwarrantable traditions.) This 
reiormation, the felfifh craft and fenfual tyrannic 
power of the antichriftian party has attempted firflr 
to (lifle, and aftewards by helliih falfehoods and vio 
lence to dcftroy ^ in perfwading weak minds to think, 
and compelling others to declare (contrary to their 
inward thoughts and the ftrongeft convidion; un- 
der the penalcy of being reputed IniSfdels and unfi^ 
for chriftian fociety, ^nd fometimes of inc^uifitoriai 
racks and tortures)^ that ignorance is the mother 
of devotion $ that it is fufficient for falvation, to be- 
lieve they know not what, and to perform the out- 
ward works of pennance, enjoyned by the prieft, they 
know not why ^ without inward I^olinefs of life or con- 
formity of will to the laws of God, which are to be 
fpiritually underftood, thp* publifh'd to incarnate 
man by typic reprefentations and parabolic refem- 
blances taken from the common occurrences of hu- 
man-life incarnate. Yet St. Paul tells us ( i Cor. xivm 
14, If); If I pray in an unknown tongue, my fpirit 
prayecb, but my underftanding is unfruitful. What 
is it then ? I will pray with the fpirit, and ( will pray 
with the underftanding alfo : I will fing with the 
fpirit, and 1 will fing with the underftanding alfo. 
And again, fpeaking of God ( i Cor. iii. 6.) who al« 
(b hath made us able minifters of the new teftamenr, 
not of the letter, but of the fpirit : for the letter 
killeth, but the fpirit givpth life. Let us then, 
with the underftanding, as well as becoming fer- 
vour of fpirit ', Gng praifes to God, fing praifes : 
fing praifes unto our King, fing praifes. 1 herefore, 
1. I N difcourfing on thefe words i I (hall endea- 
vour, thro* the divine affiftance, firft to declare thofe 
attributes of God, with their conne&ions and dif- 
pn^ioDSp that render him fuprcmely worthy of th(? 
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(ligheft prai(es and adorations of his frte intfclligefit 
creatures in their upright ftate. 

II. To declare thofc attributes of Chrid our 
King ) chat fender hiaiy under God, as to his hu- 
man-nature in union with the divine, fupremely wor- 
thy of the higheft prai(es due to his mediatorial cha« 
ra&er from man incarnate regenerated or engaged 
in the regeneration-proceis, 

III. T o enumerate fome of thofe numbcrleft 
inercies and ads of divine goodnefs to thele nations^ 
that loudly call for the highej^ (trains of praife and 
thangfgiving to God and Chnft our King, not in 
thought and words only, but alio in beneficent 
iSdonSj after the divine example of Chrifl-incnr^ 
Date, joining bur labours with the divine wifiiom 
manifefted in the (^iritual powers and the laws of 
God and Chrift given to us for the promotiodf of 
mv)'s happinefs both here and hereafter. 

IV. And laftly (hew, by what (teps our excellent 
confiitution has attained to its pre(ent Perfe&ion, 
and wherein that Perfe&ion condfts: as containing 
the higheft motives for prai(e and thankfgiving from 
the(e nations in particular, and the very matcriab 
of them. 

I. To begin then with the ift. parf of this dif- 
cour(c. Thofe attributes of God that render him 
fupremely worthy of the higheft praifes and ado- 
ration $ cannot be better^ declared than by a prac- 
tical expofition of the in. part of the Atbanafian 
Creed, received by our holy church, and agreeable 
t6 the beft lights of reafon and the whole tenor 
of fcripture. 

The love of God and our neighbour is the 
fulfilling of the law [Rom. xiii. i— 8 — lo. Mat, 
jtxii. 55—40] : For on thefe two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. And, if ye 
love me (faith Chrift), keep my commandments 
(John xiv. If >. For this is the lov^ ol ^^ V^is^ 
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St. John, I John v. 3); that wc keep bis commaDd- 

ments. Therefore, falvation or the regeneration of th< 

Divine life (loft by the fall of Man), which reftores 

the image of God in the foul of man, and ^iis taugbi 

in the law and the propbe^ as exemplifioi by the 

]ife of Chrift and explained in the go(peIsi depends 

on the love of God and our neighbour^ whicK cbn- 

iGifts in keeping the laws of G^ and of t|ie jjocicty 

we live in fabordinately to God*^ Cqmm^didihents. 

. Hence, the Athanafian Greedy which! contains 

the terms of (klvation, muft be a prad:ical creed 

flclcribing the nxpral charader of an holy imrnqr- 

tal or perfe&ly^ regenerate man form'd upon the 

plan of the divine original ia the Qioral fyftqQi of 

perfe&ions in God ' himfelf, procur'ij for u^ thro* 

the. mediation of Chrift, by the help of Gcxi's hdr 

ly-ft)irit enabling us to work out our lalvation. TH^ 

makes us peffea, as our father which is in heavien 

is pcrfeft. 

. It is to be npted once for all % that the meta* 
phyftcal nature of the holy Tnnicy, is no fkrthei: 
con(ider*d in this and the other two Creeds received 
by our holy Church, . than is necefl^ry for the tin- 
derftanding the fyftem of moral perfedions ii^ the 
divine life copied from the all-perfed: nature of 
God our heavenly father, and for the lightly con- 
ceiving and uftng the means appointed to recover 
that divine life Ipft by the fall of man« 

For abfolute infinitude or boundlefs perfeflion 
applied to the metaphyfical nature and powers of 
the mind [which is the only expreftion man can 
properly ute, to point out the (upreme excellence 
of the divine nature, peculiar to God, unattainable 
by man, and incommunicable even to the moft ex* 
alted creature], is too mighty for the grafp of any 
mind or underftanding lels than abfolutely infinite^ 
i. e. of any other than God himfelf. Relative or 
growing infinitude, /. e. boundlefs growth \ which 

is 
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is the bigheft conception of a created mind i be* 
iiig incapable of ever arriving at abfolute infinitude 
or (elf-exiftent perfedion, either in the full adequate 
conception or pofleffion of it; 

The three creeds $ itt their inward (Irudurc, 
and in the ufage of our chUich regarding their place 
id the liturgy y are plainly ihtended for three dif« 
ferent ranks ot chriftiaiis, diftinguifh'd in the apof- 
tolic writings by the names of Babes, the Faithful, 
the Perfeft-faints. The like diftin^ion of ranks 
fiiay be bbferved in almoft every profcfHon/ Tradel- 
men muft be apprentices, and work as journey men^ 
before they are fit to be mailers. Lax^yers are 
ftudcnts, and couufeUors, before they are fie to be 
judges. And in academical education $ the degrees 
of batcheiorS, and mailers of arts, piecede that of 
dod:ors. But to return : 

I. The ift. and lowed rank in the c^riflian 
chiirch, is that of the Babes in Chrill, that feed on 
niilk, /. e. the firft elements of chriftian inftrudlion 
in theApoilles-crecd digeAed for their ufe by their 
mother the church, during their Continuance in the 
oabe-like catechumen-ilate wherein this milk-like 
in(lru£lion is^ by frequent circulation thro* the whole 
fyftem or habit of life, to become the habitual law 
of life or living foul of the (yflem, as God him« 
felf terms the circling-blood, in refpeft of the am«; 
mal-body, in his precepts to Noah (Gen. ix. 4.) 

II. The id rank, is that of the F*aithful (Eph; 
i. i. Colof. i. z.) i. e. the Agoniflic chriftian warri* 
ofs, who, by reafon of life or habitual pra&ice in 
the elemental food of the catechuirien-ftate jiift now 
mentioned, have their fpiritual (enfes [by fome late 
writers tcrto*d, the moral fenfe] excrclfcd to di(- 
ccrn both good and evil [Hcb. v 11— 14X 

HI. The jd.riink, is that of the Pcrfca [Heb: 
V. 14. vi, I — 3] or the faints (eminently fo called) : 
who have obtained a complcat viftory over their 
fpiritual enemies, have the trium^jhaac ctovo. c^C 



chrifliian liberty for their reward, and. arc fit to teaqh 
others [Hcb. v, it. iCor. iu. 3— iz^if— 17. 
John viii. Ji— 36]^ .' - . 

To the Faithful war r joi s of the zd. rank, belongs 
ihc Niceiie fi. e. viflprousj. creed [or criecdoF the 
conqueibrb"! fRev, vi. i]. To the Samts, thePcrfcft 
faints 3 the Atbapahan. ; To both $ the pattjcipation 
of .the facranjenc.al body ^nct bjood pf Chrjftj. nou- 
rifliirig and preferving the inward divirie lifiB by feed- 
ing fpiritiially on the cxeibpiary praftice' or works 
of: Chrilt's life [thq folid.food they arc to. digeft 
for themfclves : HeB. vi i i-^i43j as well as drink- 
ing-in his do6i:rines. To the Catechumens or the ' 
ill. rank,, belongs baprifp.al purification of the out- 
ward habit of life, preparatory for' the inward 
purification by the Holy-fpirit in the rank of the 
faithful. 

The Achanafian creed is exprels'd in obfcuiro 
terms : that the high or utmoll moral* perfe&ioh 
required in a perfect (late, may not ftagger the re- 
folution of the young beginner in the regcncrati- 
on-prccefs or ftate of the faithful, who 1$ to be 
led on, {lep by ftep,. from lower to. higher attain- 
raents in knowledge and a holy life [iV eJ in faith 
and praftice] j frorp glory to glory, u^til he fhall 
appear before the God of Gods in Sion [z Cor. 
iii. 6—8 — 18. Heb. xii. 21. Deut. x. 17, P(al. 
cxxxvi. z]\ For the like reafon Chrift preached 
in parables : St. Paul allotted ftrong meat to the 
Perfefl:, and milk to Babes : and the providence 
of God fuits the degrees of Knowledge communi- 
cated to mankind in the feveral ages of the world, 
to the various dates of mankind in thofe ages. 

Tins is done by means of awaking or confer- 
ring new degrees or powers of the underftanding, 
as I he heart grows better [f. e. more inclin'd to o- 
bcy the will of God, and keep his commandments s 
John vii. 17] ; and taking them away, as it grows 
worfe by abufing the powers already given : for 



whofocvcr hath (Mat.ijxiiFJio--i2 — 17), to hini 
(hah bigiverij and he ihalhhave more abundance 
(faith, dur blelled Lord)c hue whoroevcr.hath nor, 
from him 'ihall be taken away even that he hath. 
Thusj'lhtt* tlie holy fcriptures contain the whole 
iyJdem'oFCreaCton and Providence,, and are in ihe 
hands <^f' the church j ycc they are fpiritually intel- 
ligible) bnly to fuch as have the key of David ,frx:)ni 
the Boffy-rpirit) and that' in proportion to their ca- 
pacities and neceffities (Rev. iii. 7. John xvi. iz.^ 

14— ltf--2f). 

To proceed then with the Athanafian creed, i.e. 
the creed of an holy id^inortal or perfe6fc chrillian— 

irW.HosOEvjLR ^1 be (aved : before all 
things it is heceilary, •that he hold the catholick 
faith [as an inftru&ion forpra&ice ^ which mufl 
be blind aikl (ervile, and therefore inconfiftent with 
the glorious liberty of the Tons of God ; if wanting 
the light of faith held forth myfterioufly in this crecdj 
to diftinguiih between the perfect manumitted chrii- 
tians^aiid the ranks preceding them, until they 
approach to the purity of heart belonging to the 
perfedr-ftatt which has the promife of feemg God 
(Mat. V. 8.) i. e. of clearly underftanding the na- 
ture of the divine-life declared in this creed. And 
in proportion to the purity of heart, is the under- 
(landing enlarged in the perception of divine truths' 
[Johnxiv. I — 6—9 — 13 — 16 — 21—24—26 — }i/ 

z. Which faith [or moral fyftcra of life] ex- 
cept every one do keep whole and undefiled [in 
exadly conforming his praftice thereto ^ (0 as to 
form fuitable habits of virtue and a Godlike life] ; 
without doubt he ihall perifh cverlaftingly [Rev. 
xxi. 27. xxii; 11 — if]. 

3. And the catholick faith [or form of life 
publifhed as an univerfal law} that whofoever hopes 
to become a citizen of the heavenly Jerufalem, mutt 
acquire a habit of exa&Iy conforming his manners 
thcrctoj is this [that follows to the end o( tKv^ 
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creed] : that we worship [by acknowlcdginghts fu' 
preme dominion^ in conforming our lives and prac- 
tice to bis will and example] one God (.allrperfeft 
and felf-exiftent fole fount of perfed:ion and blifs 
to 6thers] in Trinity [as being paternally, in the 
I (I. perfon, living-goodnefs wile and powerful: fili- 
ally, in the id. perioui living-wifdom good and pow- 
erful : fpiritually, in the 3d. perion, living-power 
good and wife or chariform-life] $ and Trinity [as 
aforefaid^morally chara£ierized] in unity [harmonioufly 
concurring in one uniform divine>li[e perfedly-hap- 
py, felf-fufEcient, felf-exiftent and fubftantially onej ^ 

4. Neither confounding the [three] perfons 
[together ; Father, Son and Holy-fpirit ; or their re-? 
Ipedive offices in the divine-life, as jufl now ex- 
plained or diflinguifh'd] : nor dividing the fubftance 
f and Separating the diftin£i: offices belonging to the(e 
perfbnal chara&ers i fo as to render them difcordant 
or regardlefs of union in one fubftantially uniform life]. 

f . F o R there is one perfon of the Father ^s to 
his regiminal moral- chara6ter, being living-goodr 
ne(s wife and powerful 1 begetting of knowledge, 
living-wifdom or good and powerful knowledge], 
another of the Son [as to his moral- charader, being 
living-wifdom or good and powerful knowledge fi- 
lially expanfive of the knowledge of living-goodnefs 
wife and powerful] : and another of the Holy-ghoft 
[as to his moral chara£ler, being the char iform- life, 
i. e. living-charity or living-power good and wife, 
proceeding from both Father and Son, as now mo- 
rally charafterized, K ^. from fontal living- good nels 
and living-wifdom, duratively, 1. «. filling the whole 
of duration with living-goodiicfe and living-wifdon;i 
powerfully, as the Son fillcth the whole of l>oundle(s« 
fpace with living-goodqefi and living- power wifely,and 
as the Father fillcth the unity of neceflary felf-exillent 
vigour with living-wifdom and living-power goodly. 

6. But the Godhead [i. e. morally j the frep 
fuprcme doinmon\ of the Father, of the Son, and of 
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die Holy-g^oft is all one [in this fubftantially united 
fifcj: the glory, cqCial [as being, each, of infinite 
vorch, and absolutely neceflary to fuprcme pcrfec- 
lionj J the majefty [fuprcmacy of rightful- power 
over the whole divine life], co-eternal [i. fwof bound* 
lejis duration in each of then)]. 

7. SupH [in refpeft of all the following divine 
/Attributes] as the Father is, fuch is the Son : and fuch 
is the Holy-ghoft. ^ 

8. T ^ B Father, unqreate ^ the Son, uncreate : and 
the Holy-ghoft, uncreate [for all three fubfift in the 
one only feif-exift^nt all- perfed unchangeable Being]* 

9. T II B Father, incotnprehenfiblc [/. t. bound* 
lefs in perfc6lion | and omniprefent to boundle(s fpace 
i;pnfiituted by God's omniprefence]*, the Son, in cnm- 
prehpnfible ; and the Holy-ghoft incomprehenfible. 

10.' T H B Father, eternal [i. e. of boundlels-dura- 
tion] I the Son, eternal : and the Holy-ghoft erernaK 

11. And yet they arc not three eternals [in re- 
fjpe^ of fubftantial Being] : but one eternal [there 
being but one abfoluie boundlefs duration, confti- 
tpted by the neceflary felf-exi(lcnce of the one all- 
perfcd Being], 

12. As alio there are not three incomprehenfibles, 
nor three uncreated ; but one uncreated, and one iii« 
fromprehenfible [fubftantial Being]. 

15. So likcwife the Father is almighty j the Son, 
ftlmighty : and the Holy-ghoft, almighty. 

14. And yet they arc not three almighties: but 
onp almighty [Being poflcfled of three perfonal-livcs 
in moft intimate union, as before explained]. 

If. So the Father is God [fupreme lawgiver and 
ruler over a willing people freely conlcntingrohisdo- 
roiniori]j the Son is God; and the Holy-ghoft is God. 

|6. And yet they are not three Gods [or fcpa- 
rate rulers] : but one God [ruling, as a Father, his 
freely imitative obfcrvant fons]. 

ij. So likewifc the Father is Lord [abfolute rul- 
%x over fuch as do not V7\\\\t\^^ Wcitov^v^Xc^^^-^v- 
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HHod] ; the Soais^ Lord : and the Hdly-ghoft I^rcl. 

iz. And yet not three Lords ffcjparate ruldc^*: 
but one Lord. .. ^^ 

I p. For like as we are. cpinpelled by thtchtif" 
tiao verity [declaring the diftinfi:ion of offidps'and 
perfonal moral^charaaers in the divine-life botb ori- 
ginal in God, and deriv'd fro^i , him in his rmita- 
tivc fons] } to acknowledge cywy perfon, by himfelf, 
to be God and Lord [i. e. free«ruler over fi^e-ped- 
|)ie 5 and abfolute^ over flaves] j 

20. So are we forbidden by the catholicl: religion 
If. e. univcr&Wiaw oF oneuniformy liying-praftice] : 
to lay, there^ be three Gods or ..three Lords . {[fepaf- 
-Wtc Rulers]. 

. zi . The Father is made of none [i. e. is not de- 
f ived er formed of any other] : neither created ,[o(ic 
of nothing]) nor begotten [of (bmeching, in any re- 
fpc&j before him]. 

^ zz. The Son, is of the Father alone : not made 
£#. e. formed], nor created, [put of nothing], but 
begotten [fo as to poflels or receive the likenels of 
his Father]. 

Z5, The Holy*ghofl: is of the Father : and of the 
Son : not made [/• e. formed] nor created [out of 
nothing], nor begotten [in the way of imitative- like- 
nefs or durable-image } as the Son is], but proceeding 
[in progreffive a&ive life, fillingthe whole of abfolute- 
duration : as the Son doth the whole of abfolute-fpace 
or boundlefs amplitude of being and expanfion pre*- 
icntially: and the Father, the unity of neceflary fclf-ex- 
iftence invifiblc. John i. 18. xiv, 2— (f— 10— 16— . 
>i — 24 — z6. I John iv. 12 — 16. v.p — 11]. 

24. So there is one Father, not three Fathers ; one 
Son, not three Sons : one Holy-ghoft, not three Ho-^ 
Jy-ghofts, 

2f . And in this Trinity, hone is ^afore, or after 
other [in rcfpcft of duration] : nori)^ is greater or 
Icfs than another [in authority or extent of dominion]^ 

2(5. But the whole three perfons are co-eternal 

to- 
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together [in duration], : . and co-cqual [in authority 
as afore&id]. : 

27. S o that in all things, as is tiforefaid : the uni- 
ty in Trinity, and. thp Trinity rpf perfonal moral-cha- 
ra&erjs and offices! .in unity [of fubftamial-life] is 
to be worfhipped [by praAically acknowledging 
the fupreme dominion of this three-one divine-life 
original and fe]j^'>exifteQt in God ^ and derired of 
God in the free beatified creature]. 

z8. Hb therefore that will be favcd [from ab- 
folute flavery,. and the. extreme ini(ery arifing from 
eternal CO- ercidn or reftraint of obftinate felNwill] : 
n)uft thus [pradically] think of the Trinity [and 
order his life accordihgry]. 

ir. 2p' FVR THERM ORB [tO gO OU tO the 

2d. part of this di(courfe ; which declares thofe at-" 
tributes of ChriK bur King, that render him, under 
God, fupremely worthy, as to his human-nature in 
union with the divine, of the higbeft praifes due 
to his mediatorial (:hara(9:er from man-incarnate re- 
generated or engaged in the regeneration-proceis : 
and which are fully c:$prefled in the remaining part . 
of the Athanafian Creec, as folio weth]^ it is nece(^ ' 
fary to everlafting (alvation [which depends on the. 
acquiring a durable habit of the three-one divine-' 
life : or is rather no other than that habit it (elfj :. 
that he alfo believe rightly [in order to fuiiabJe 
pra&ice needful for acquiring the aforefaid durable 
habit] the incarnation of our Lord Jefus Cbrift 
[the vifible exemplar we are to imitate with ab- 
folute (ubmiffion of our felf-mortified wills, during ' 
our education in his (chool]. 

30. For the right faith [leading to right prac- 
tice in the chriftian-life, preparatory for the divine- 
life] is, that we believe [by our underftanding] and 
confeis [by fuiteble prafticc] : that our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, the So* of God [as filially poflefled of the 
three-one divine-life], is God [the Son, or oriqjsviL 
living-wiCiom good and ^powcx^uVX ^wd. xsaaxv \s^- 
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fefling the created animal-life iacaoiate. And there- 
fdre, as manifefting the original three-ohe divine- 
life to incarnate- man by a vifible incarnate cxetn* 
plar fciz. His own incarnate-life^ is eminently the 
light of the world, leading to the acquifitton of 
the three-one divine-life by like fteps, as Chrift'^ 
bUman*nature obtainM it (when he grew in wif* 
dom and flature, and in favour with God and man i 
Luk. ii. f 2.,) and as he afterwards formed his di(^ 
ciples by precepts and fpiritual ads of power re« 
lated in the gofpel^hiftory of Cbrift*s life conducing 
t&Q regeneration prbcefs. John xiv. 6] j 

31. GoDj of the fubfiaiice of the Father, be- 
gotten before the world's . [A/«>i»j', or ages of the 
regeneration or gencrativc-creation-prbcels, Sefc No. 
11. 5. f. 6. John. i. 1—4 — p— 12— 14] : andniah^ 
of the fubftance of his mother [Luk. i. $1-— 3fJt 
born in the world [^t»v^ i.e. i^egeneration agejj 

31. Perfect God, and perfeft itian ; of a tea- 
fon ible foul, and human fle(h fubfifling [Mat. xxvL 
3P— 42. xxvii. 45, &c] J 
* 33. E Qu A L to the Father, as touching his God- 
head [No. If. if, i6. John xiv. 1 — 7— loj : 
and inferior to the Father, as touching his manhood 
[John xiv. 28. xvii. 3^. 

34. Who, although he be God and man : yet 
he is not two, but one Chrift [John x. 30. xvii. 
zi — zj] [and therefore, in falvation of the animal- 
life I It mud be united With the divine-life : fa 
condituting the JChrift within Us, mentioned by St. 
Paul, Gal/ iv. Ip]. 

^f C) N E J not by converfion of the Godhead 
inio flefli [or changing the free-dominion of thtf 
divine*life into the Hkenels of the inftinflive ani- 
mal-life] : but by taking of the manhood into God 
[/ e. changing the animal- in(linAive-life into the I- 
mage and likenefs of the free-dominion of the di- 
vine-life > fo as to be capaBle of intimate union with 

"] i ^ 

1^6. On ^ 
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^6. One altogether i noc by confufion of Tub* 
ftance [in a chaos-like anarchy, void of all regi- 
men] : but by unity of perfon pn one confiftenc 
perfed harmonious form of life divine and animalj. 

37. FoR) as the reafonable foul and flc(h id one 
man [by fuch an harmonious union] : fo God and 
man is one Chrift [the divine-light of the ift. 
regeneration day. John i. 4 — 14. Gen, i. 3 — f. 
producing the moral tri*union (i. e. the good and 
wife uie of moral-power) in private HFe-animal ; 
the legal . tri-union (i.-r. the loyal and skilful ufe 
of legal-power) in publick-life-animal : which con- 
fiicutes moral, and legal virtue refpeftively] . 

38^ WMioittffcr'd for our faWation [both, to pre- 
lerve the authority of God's laws, by due Punifh- 
nent of fin ; and al/b to teach finners, by his ex- 
ample, how to become perfcS: thro' fufllerings ; in 
felf-mortification, by abfolute fubmiifion of the h\i* 
man- will to the divine (Mat. xxvi, 39) ; that, by 
fermentative expanfionof the elemental-powers of 
the aiumal-life and dilTolving its evil habits, free 
admiffion may be given to thofe of the divine-life 
and thereby a welt-digcfted eftablifllment of a God- 
like regimen-legiflative be produced in the animal^ 
life, as in the firmamental-heavens of the id. re- 
generation-day (Gen. i. 6, 8.) conftituting cau(al-vir- 
tue(i.e. tri- union of the cau&l-powers final, medial 
and fruitiv^ 1 in fruitioi) of the end propofed, thro' 
the u(e of fit means) in private-life-animal, legifla- 
tive virtue (i. e. tri-union of the legiflative powers 
parliamentary, king^ lords and commons 5 in the re- 
gal fiat given to laws fought by petition of the com- 
mons to fupply the wants felt by the community, and 
approv'd of by the great council of lords in their dc- 
liMrations about the fitnefs of the laws propofed) in 
the publick civil-life of the animal-polity] : defcended 
into hell [or Hades, /. e. the invifible (late ot fouls fe- 
paratedfrom ourvifible finful bodies: thereby teach- 
ing us felf»mortification of iht ^^ti t»!toi\\si^ wx- 
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mal-iife or old-man i for he voluntarily gave himfelf 
up CO his perfccucors^Mac.xxvi. f 3], rofe again the ^d* 
day from the dead [^literally : by which chriftians are 
inllru£ted to rife fpiricually, on the 3d. day or (lep of 
the regeneration procefs, into a (late of vital or exe- 
cutive virtue flouri(hing with blooming feeding fy(^ 
terns of contemplative and pradic forms of life, as well 
as the medicinal afc^tic herbage (Gen. u 9— «i 3). vital- 
virtue ) is the tri-union of the vital-powers perceptive, 
difcriminatitre, operative : wherein operation proceeds 
from difcrimination grounded in clear perception^ and 
is always the refult of a found judgment or guided by 
it. £xecutive*virtue % is the tri-union of the exe-* 
cutive powers, in execution of the laws by legal-of- 
ficcrs duly-qualified]. 

3P. H E afcended into heaven [the divine-life (eat 
of law-making : thereby aiTuring his followers of the 
afcenfion of moral-virtue, in the 4th ftep of the rege- 
neration-proceis, into moft intimate union with cau{al- 
virtue 5 and of loyalty or legal-virtue, with Icgiflativc^ 
virtue ^ in private and publick animal life refpeSiively : 
in like manner, as the lights were placed in the hea« 
vens on the 4th creation-day. Gen. i. 14 — f p.No. 37.] 
He fitteth [eftabliftied] on the right-hand of the Fa- 
ther God almighty [in the divine-life apprehcnfion of 
fupreme free-donsinibn ; for the Father committeth 
all judgment to the Son : whence, in combination of 
moral-virtue with vital in private animal-life, and of 
legal' virtue with executive in publick animal-life, on 
the fch regeneration-day, chrillians are taught to give 
free full morul-afl^nt and vital pradic confent to the laws 
.of the divine-life now eftablifh*d in the animal-fyftem 
and circulating thro* it, as in the volatiles aAd aquatiles 
of the f th creation-day, Gen.i.20 — 23]: frpm whence 
he ihall come to judge [difcriminatively, parting the 
iheep from the goats] the quick [living members of this 
Godlike animal* fyftem] and the dead [paflive or unac- 
tive, (laves to their lulls, yielding an unwilling forced 
obedience to the laws of God] [on the 6th regenera- 
tion- 



C IP 3 

tion*day ; that combines caufal-virtue with vital in 
private animal-iifcy and legiflative with executive in 
publick : as in the three judicial-(yfteins of (latute<iaw, 
common-law, and equity or law of nature and nations, 
in fo many courts of juftice, in the vulgar tongue^ on 
the 6th creation-day, confummatcd by Chriftlikc uni- 
on with the Jaws of God fcriptural (commonly undcr- 
ftood) in the 7Ch ftep now to tollow by fcncence of this 
Lord from heaven tri-uniting moral, caufal, vital virtue 
in private life-animal, and legal, legiflative, executive 
in public. Gen. i. — 24 — 31. i Cor. xv. 47]. 

40. A T whofe coming, all men fliall rife again with 
their bodies [into fyftemacic life] : and fliall give ac* 
count for their own works [by habits viiiblc to all | 
now confirmed and unalterable]. 

41. A ND they that have done good [by acquiring 
virtuous Godlike habits], fliall go into lite-everlail^ing 
[or A/AiPiet/as iree-menand ibns^ (abbatically, on the 
7ch endlefs day or perpetual noon of this regeneration- 
week]] : and they that have done evil [by acquiring 
evil habits], into evcrlafting [ai^k/a/] fire [of co- 
ercion ) as flaves irreclaimable. For now the door is 
fliut} and the fyftem compleated, by the tri-union of 
loyal, legiflative, and executive virtue in political-life^ 
as of moral, caufal, and vital in private*liie]. 

42. This is the catholick faith [or univerfal rule 
of the chriilian life] : which except a man believe 
faithfully [as the rule of his pradice, to enlighten his 
paths and guide his fteps in his fpiritual walkings], 
he cannot be (aved [from everlafting mifery]. 

III. H A V I N G thus declared the attributes of God 
and Chrift, that render theip fupremely worthy of the 
higheft praifes and adorations of all mankind : I fli ill 
now proceed to enumerate, under the 3d. head of this 
diicourfe, (bme of thofe numberlefs mercies and a£):s of 
divine goodnefs to thefe nations, that loudly call for 
the higheft ftrains of praifeand thankfgiving to God 
and Chrill our King. And as it is impoilible, to bring 
within the compafs of a ftiort difcouvCc t.ti^\3aasv^^^ 

C 2, ^^^ 
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Dal mercies and deliverances and uomerited favours re« 
ceiv'd at the bounteous hand of divinerprovidencei by 
thefe nations. We muft be contented with: reciting 
the chief of them ) and that as briefly as may be. . 

1 F we look back to the times of darkoefs aad coofu* 
fion before the reformation : how difmal is the fceoeof 
Ignorance and fervitude to antichriftian tyranny in matr 
ters of religion ? and of inteftine commotioni and (late- 
feavers always accpmpanied with great (bedding 6f 
blood i in a conftttution then not truly ballanced, but 
eagerly defirous of liberty and to tranfmtt it to por 
fterity ? 

T H c example of ecclefiaftic tyranny in an apofta- 
tiz'd church (that was believed to have the keys of 
heaven and everlafting-lifc and infallibility), . gave a 
colourable pretence and fan&ion to che^likeexercile 
of dominion in fuch civil governments as (ubmittcd 
to the papal yodk and borrowed their form of life 
and political fupport from it. But the fpirit of iibei^ 
ty, fo natural to the fons of Japhet, and imported 
into the Roman-empire broken and divided among the 
ten governments founded by the northre^i defcendents 
of Japhet s could never be totally e^tinguifli'd in Bri* 
tain, tho' often greatly diftrefi'd : and sLthtt^ after a 
fhort, but fevere tryal under the perfecutions of queen 
Mary^s reign, it raifed its head above the power of its 
enemies, in the reign of queen Elis^abeth, by a happy 
union of church and ftate in a national parliamentary 
eilablifhmentof a truly chriftian free government both 
in church and (rate 3 not only reforming from the er* 
rors of Rome in religion, but reje&ing alfo, in the 
exercife of dominion, the anti- chriftian tyranny of her 
form of government both civil and ecciefiaftic. 

Ho WEVE R happy this new-born reformaiion*uni« 
on of church and (late, upon a fcriptural and genu- 
ine chriftian foundation, was during the reign of queen 
Elizabeth ; it was not firmly enough eftablifti'd, to ef-' 
cape the fnares of Rome in the next following reign. 
VVben Rome could no longer prevail by open, vio- 
lence : 
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icncc : ihc firft Mtonpted to dcfttoy the religious and 
ciyiVliberues of Engknd by cutiiog off, at ooc fecr^c 
tfioy^j the: King vkI both boufes of Parliamenr, after 
jAany fruitlefs plots in the foregoing reign of queen 
Jjfiiizabeth. :This moft execrable plot, commonly 
J^wnby the naoie.of Gun* powder treafon, being 
|)revented by a vigilant and benign over- ruling provi- 
dence: the devouring dragon, changed his form into 
that of a fubttlinlinuating (erpent^ and lbw*d the feeds 
pf divifion between the governmeiit and fubjeds of 
the ftrongeft. and bed lecur'd national edablifhmenc 
•upon earth. An eftabliflimeot of a truly chriftian 
fsburch and welt-order'd civil-liberty fitly bounding the 
fights of every member of the community by laws, 
to which hcwaa either born a fubje£t or aflenced bim- 
(elf or by his reprefentative in parliament. The then 

' feigning prJnce was (educed by flatterers (probably 
fee on or encouraged by emifiaries of Rome ^ as is well 
Jenowa tq have been the cafe in the next following 
reign), to afpirc after abfohite-dominion independent 
of parliaments : and the people grew jealous of t|ie 
crown, and i>y degrees withdrew their afFe£):ions from 
it : infomuch that about the i8th year of that reign, 
the two parties for and againft governing by parlia- 
■ments, came to a head and introduced themfelves Into 
the parliament of i6zo, from which time a judicious 
■hidorian dates the rife and progrefs of our prcfent well- 
ballancedconftitutionand happy eftabliflimenc : for the 
errors of that reign gave birth to the following drug-; . 
gle that ended in chediflblution of the confticucion, the 
murder of the King by an ufurping fa&ion, new forms 
of government, all of them oppreffive to the fubjcd 
and deftru&ive of religiousand civil liberty. So that be* 
ing expcrimentially convinced of the goodncfs of their 
old parliamentary conftitucion in a limited monarchy, 
above all the other forms they had tried : the nation 
iighed for a reftoration of it. Divine providence heard 

'' them, and pitying their dillrefs^ granted their requeit 
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by the reftitution of the King and Royal ^inily and 
the reftoration of the government, after many years 
interruption, in the year 1660. This was foUowM 
by fuch mutual carefles between Kins and People 
in Parliament aiTembled) that the Popi(h party began 
to form new (chemes of difturbing the new happjf 
fettlehient, left time (hould cement it too firmly 
for them ever to overturn. Henceproceeded the rigors 
of that reign againft proteftant Diflenters $ to make 
them favour a general toleration^ and the Pretenfions 
of the Crown to a power of difpenfing with the laws, 
when matters (hould be ripe for the proje£):ed eftabliOi-- 
ment of Popery and an abfolute government. They 
founded their hopes on the King's only brother being 
a papift, and his great intereft with the King, and the 
profpefi: of his fucceeding to the crown. Upon the 
acceflion of this prince (i. e. King James the 2d.) to 
the throne ^ they had well nigh deftroy'd our confti- 
tution : had not divine providence again interpofed iq 
the wonderful and glorious accomplishment of the Re- 
volution happily efieded by King William the 3d. ne- 
ver to be forgotten (as being the happy inftrumenc 
of divine providence in working this great deliverance.) 
To him alfo, under God, we owe the prudent provi- 
fion for the perpetuity of our conftitution, by limit- 
ing the fucccffion to the crown to the proteftant h'ne 
and guarding againlt all future attempts todellroy our 
liberties religious or civil. The happy acceflion of 
the prefent royal family to the throne, without any 
confufions, at a time when the popifli party and the 
friends of a popilh Pretender had again rais*d a fpiric 
of Jacobitifm into power, is the next great event now 
to be remembered with the highell gratitude to divine 
providence. 

The more a conftitution is advanced in its progrcfs 
to perfeftion 5 the more harmful and wicked is any at- 
tempt to deftroy it 5 and the greater blefling is the de- 
liverance from fuch attempt or the rendering it fruit* 
lefs. As the prcfcrvation of a man i? o^ greater mo- 

tsvcut^ 
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ment, than that of a child. Thus : the reftoration was 
a more important blcffing, than the deliverance from 
the preceeding plots: but yielded in value to that of the 
Revolution, under divine^providence atchieved by our 
glorious deliverer King William; as that, to the Protef^ 
tant fucceffion taking place in 1714. And this laftgreac 
deliverance (we are this day to commemorate) trom 
the late unnatural rebellion againft a mild, and truly pa» 
ternal adminiftration and the bcft of conftitutions, in 
being fo happily accomplifh'd by the vigilant and wife 
conduflof a brave young prince, at an age when others 
are devoted to the pleafures of youth or little acquaint* 
cd with military skill, exceeds them all, not only in 
that refpe^b, but alio in being afure pledge of the con- 
tinuance of God's protection for the perpetuating our 
prefent happy eftablifhment by watching over our prin- 
ces in the day of battle and praeGding in their councils, 
that both in the field and cabinet all may be dire6i:ed for 
the glory of God and good of thefe naaions. 

IV. I Should now proceed to Ihew, by what ftcps 
our excellent conftitution has attained to its prefent per- 
fe&ion, and in wbat that, perfe&ion confills. But I 
take it for granted^you have prevented me j by obferv- 
ing the refemblance between our parliamentary confli- 
tution and that of the chriftian-church (wherein the 
offices of bifhops, priefls or presbyters, and deacons 
relpe&ively anfwer to thofe of king, lords, and com- 
mons in our parliamentary conftitution). This was the 
conftitution of the original chrillian church ; having 
Chrifthimfelfforbiihop, the twelve apoftles for pres- 
byters, and the feventy difciplcs for deacons. After 
Chrift's afcenfionj the apoltles became bifhops by 
Chrift's appointment and the defcent of the Holy- 
ghoft at Pentecoft : and the feven deacons were con- 
Itituted in the mother-church at Jerufalem, by laying 
on of the apoftles hands, in place of the feventy dil- 
ciples, who were probably conftitutcd elders, /. e. 
presbyters by the. apoftles 5 for we read of elders with 
the apoftles at Jeru&lcm in the firftcouaciU F<i^^ 
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(kcisfaftory fair and judicious account of this mattori 
fee Dr. Potter's difcourfe on. church^-gorernmenc 
The like refemblance may be perceived . in the threb 
moral charafters of the three perfbns in the divine*hfe£^ 
compared with the three offices juft mentioned in the. 
cfariftian-cburch : as feems to be intimated by Sc. Ig^ 
mtius (an apoftolic &ther), in adviGng chiiftiufr 
(Epift. Smyrn. c. 8. Ignat. Epift. Tral. c. z. ji) 
CO follow their bilhop ^ as Chrift, the Father ^ thd 
presbytery, as the apoftles } the deacomy as. the com*^ 
mand of God (Epift. Philad. Cr 4) one bilhop, with- 
presby ter y and deacons : even as ttere is one unbegoo-- 
ten God and Father ^ one only Ixgotteb Son, Qod 
the Word and Man $ and one Paraclete,' the (phitclE 
truth. This is plainly implied id the form of baptift% 
which receives lubjeds to the three-one divine-life 're* 
prefented by the conftituti6n or goveitrmem of the 
vinbie chriftian church (Rev. iv. i — 4, f. v. d). 

Hence s the union between church and fbee is pet^ 
fe£l; s as being founded in the refemblance of bothl to 
the divine-life which has been explained in the expo<* 
fition of the Athanafian creed, aqf^ iar- accomplidi'd 
(not by changing the divine-life^ or its copy the con-* 
ftitution of the church into the likenefs of the ciyiU 
conftitution), but by changing the civil-conftitution 
into the likenefs of the divine-Hfe^ 

A LIKE refemblance may be perceiv'd between the 
fevcral fteps of the regeneration-procefs, or the cfari^ 
fiian-life as explained in the zd. part of the Athanii- 
flan- creed) ; and the correfponding fleps of growth of 
our prefent happy confticution during fix periods 
(each of 20 years) already paft : but having not time 
fufficient now for declaring this matter 1 1 fhall leave 
it to your own obfervations, as being the occurences 
of the laft and prefent ages, and particularly con(i« 
der*d in another difcourfe. 

Thus is Chrift form'd politically, in the happy u* 
nion of his true fcriptural church with the civil pow- 
cr eftablifhing it in our excellent conftitutioh : where- 
in 



ih every msn ficely enjoys all his natural lights and 
liberties religious and civil } and is rcfiraincd in no- • 
thing but the doing violence to the rights of others. 

This is the tonfliiutition, the enemies of our peace 
ilrove lately to deprive us of, thro* a rebellion excited 
by the tiiree frog-like itnpure fpirits (Rev. xvi. i;.) 
of the Atheiflic dragon^like robbers and inurderers vo* 
racious and tyrannic in oppreifive u(e of pover^ of the 
voluptuous lenfual beaft or Anarchy, of the anti- 
chrinian falfe-prophet or falfe interpretation of fbrip- 
ture by the popifh chuich changing the truth of 
God into a lie. 

But they vrere difcomfited by cur armies head- 
ed by ail intrepid, vigilant and vvife young prince 
£fihtjng under the banners of the living-God and 
of Chrifl our King, in defence of our chriitian and 
civil liberties the refulc of a conflitution truly copied 
from the divine-life and tenderly cheriihM with pa* 
ternal care by a good prince now on the throne 3 
v^hofe royal virtues, we have well-arounded hopes, 
will be continued in his royal line by fhc fame di- 
vine goodneft that has given them for a blcfling to 
thcie natiohSj and to all the nations around that thai] 
earneflly defire to obtain the fame truly chriftian 
form of governmeiit. 

Let us therefore, with ode voice, in concert 
with all true cbrifiians and friends of mankind $ 
fing praifes to God, fing praifes : fing praifcs unto 
our King, fing praifes. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

SEEING the difcouffc referred to (R 14, 
4th lioe from the boccom) is not yet print- 
cd : it is thought necdfiil, to add here titi 
Extrad from it, that will contribute to the bet- 
ter underftandidg the Expoficion of the Athanafian 
Creed. 

XHE powers or faculties of the mind which 
conftitute the divine image^ and are capable of 
political perfe&ion 3 are three vital, namely, thofe 
of Perception, Difcrimination, Operation. Three 
caufa), namely, thofe conftitutive of an end to be 
purfued, means to be uied, and fruition of the end 
obtain'd : Three moral, namely, thofe of regimi« 
nal inclination, regiminal light or knowledge, re« 
giminal power or habit. 

The cau&I cannot fubfift, but in the vital. 
Neither the moral, but in both caufai and vital. 

But the vital may fubfift without the caufai : 
as we fee too often in a life of frolick and licen- 
tioufneft, where no vifible end is purfued. And both 
vital and caufai may fubfift without the moral : 
as in multitudes of inftances oi bad life, or fool- 
iifa, or weak and impotent ; where the end pur- 
fu'd is not good, or the means chofen not fir, or 
the fruition of expe&ed delight difappointed (tho' 
the end be gain'd) either thro* flings of confcicnce, 
or falling fhort of expeftation, or natural incapaci- 
ty (in cither faculty or objea) oi agreement be- 
tween them in ilate pf poUeflion. 
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A Being polTcIs'd of all thefe facykies, is yet 
buc miferable or itnperfe£l: in fome degree or other,^ 
unlefs an orderly harmonious fyftem of life be formed 
in the dpe exerciie of them all with diffufive God- 
like goodnefs. This is the divine li^ehefs perfec- 
tive of the divine image. This is that breath of life 
>yhich God breathed into Adam (in the' fpiritual 
meaning), by which the faculties of his mind, dif- 
unitedi ih their exercife, were formed info a living 
foul : as his body formed of Dull, bJecanie a te« 
nautahle habitation for that foul, whilfl; the material 
lign of life appeared in refpiration or breathing (a 
lign ufcd by Chrift in giving the Holy-fpirit). 
This breatli' of life Adam loft, when expelled from 
Eden aqd^returned to the Duft whence he was ta- 
Icen I in fpiritugl death, by dif-'Union of liis facuU 
ties s'in natural death, by oiflblution of his body. 

. To Tc;ndcr the fyftem of life in the cxercife of 
thefe faculties, perfc6lly healthful and happy; there 
ipud be a tri- unity in every clafi of them, and in aU 
the three claffcs together. 

Discrimination muflbe generated of pe^ 
ception, by habitually forming the judgment- upori 
clear perceptions (proportioning the degrees of al- 
ien c to the degrees of probability in doubtful cafes) : 
and operation mud proceed fron;i both difcrimin^- 
tion and perception, in conftant orderly harmoni* 
ous tri- union, never at random. 

The means cbofcn mud be fuch as are fit for 
the end, and, in that refpcfl:, generated of it : arid 
fruition muft proceed from both, namely, from dn 
end capable of fruition, and from the ufe of means 
fit to obtain the propofed end Otherwise unfruit- 
ful diHippointment muft follow, ending either in ex- 
liu&ion of the cauGtMife, or in fruitlefs longing or 

in 



C ^p ] 

in wretched defpair. Hence arifcs the neceflity ojf 
kn habitual conftant tri- union in the exercife of the 
caufal .faculties final, medial aiid friiitive i in ordei: 
to health and happinefs. 

In the moral cla(s i knowledge mud be generate 
cd of good inclinatiofa-re^imihaL and thereby coii- 
ilitute wifdom in its exercife uibfei'vient and con; 
formable to goodneis : and power- regicnirial mud pro- 
ceed Irom both^ in the habitual exercife of it coh- 
formable both to goodneis and wiQom. 

In the united exercife of all tl^e three clailes i the 
vital mud freely give the fupreme dominion to the 
moral, and the middle place to the caiifaL 

The natural order of obtaining this perfe6c 
lyfiematic exercife of all the faculties together in 
conftant virtuous union ^ Is. by progreffive fteps 
forming habitsj in the manner of exercife, accord- 
ing to divine appointment. This prod^fs confifts 
of fevcii fteps. 

The foundation is laid in fuch a continued 
exercite of the three moral faculties, as gives 
them a confirmed habitual tri-union. Thence 
the procefs goes on to a like Manner of acquir- 
ing a coniirm'd habitual tri- union in the exercife 
of the three caufal or legiflative faculties. Thence, 
in order, to the tri-union of the thr^e vital or 
Executive: to the union of the moral with the 
taufal, or legiflative with loyalty (/. e. legal vir- 
tue) J of thfc moral with the vital, or loyalty 
with executive virtue i of the cauial with the 
vital, or^ legiflative with executive vfrtue j and 
laftly to the confummative tri-union of moral, 
Caulal, and vital, or loyal, legiflative^ and ei&^o\« 
iUt virtiic. This is the gttvciA ^\^c^ v:^ ^^'j: 
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fcftion defcrib'd in holy fcripturc hiftorically, le- 
giflatively and prophetically, as to the fyftem 6t 
creation and providence regarding man. Where, 
by laying the foundation in moral-^virtue, it has 
the prieeminence in ftrength and dignity, as being 
the older habit : and the caufal has the niiddle 
place : and the vital tri- union or executive virtue 
the third and laft place in ftirehgth and domini- 
on. Yet all fubfift in one fubitantial undivided 
mind : and therein conftitute liviilg-goodnefs wife 
and powerful, living-wifdom good and powerful, 
living-power good and wife ^ original and eternal 
in God} derived of God in fuccelfive duration in 
the beatified creature. 

fbe following Parapbrafe and Comparifon of the 
jlpofiles and Nicene Creeds are aifo thought need-' 
fuly to illuftrate and ejlabiijb what is affirmed 
concerning them in p. , s>. Sc lo.^ of the foregoing 
Difcourfe. 

■ 

The Apostles-Creed Paraphfas'd. 

'• T Believe [as a foundation for fuitable practice 
it in my Catcchumen-flate of outward work^ 
in the porch of the temple or jfpiritual building, 
r. e. as a member of the viflble chiirch]] in God 
[all-perlcfl: fount of free- fasderal-dominion^ the 
l^'ather almighty [fuprcme generator and regene- 
rator of the divinc'life in all his obedient people^ 
To as to conftitute them his freely-imitative fons, 
in the ftate of the Faithful, where they Ihall be 
drawn by the cords of Ipvein thenwifible-church- 
memberihip, paternal on the part of God, filial 
on the part of his church (private in the bread 
or heart of every true chriftian^ ipuWick in the 
inviGblc fociciy of all the uue mcrcfccis o^C\v\\W^ 

niyilic^lbody) ; being no \ongetVu V>otvd^?,^ vo 
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outward co-ercive rewards and puniflitnents forc- 
ing an unwilling compliance with the divine will' 
or the laws of God. Here pcrfed: love cafteth 
out fear : i Johnir. 18] ^ maker of heaven and 2. 
e^rth Ti. e, the whole vifible Creation^] i and in 3* 
Jefus Chrift his onlv Son our Lord [Whom we 
afe to obey with wfolute fubmiffion | as being 
ibe vifible and only perfeA aemplar of the di- 
vine*life and regeneration- procels neceflary for 
its acquifition, and therefore alone capable to 
give us full inftruAion as our fbiritual phyfician3^ 
who was conceived by the Holy-ghoft fas to 
the generation of his incarnate-life, being the id 
Adam. In like manner was the ift Adam made 
Godlike by the operation of the holy fpirit of 
God : Gen. i. a — vf]^ born of the virgin Mary 
[who knew none other operators with whom She 
did co-operate in the incarnation of Chrift, bring- 
ing Him forth and nuriing His incarnate-life, by 
uung powers receivM dl the fame holy fpirit, 
who had imprasgnated Her } and who aUb im- 
pnegnates every cbriftian foul and every chriftian 
church with divine gifts and graces, that, like 
Her, chaflely adheres to him alone] i liiffered un- ^ 
derPohtius Pilate [thereby giving us an example, 
to become perfeft thro* fufrcrings s Heb. ii. 10], 
was crucified, dead and buried. He defcended in* 
to Hell [or Hades, i. e. the invifible ilace of fouls 
feparated from their vifible bodies or incarnation- 
fiate : thereby teaching his followersi that all the 
crofles and adverfities they meet with in this lite, 
even death it felf and the burial of the finful body, 
are neceflary in order to falvation : for, flcfh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, net* 
'ther can corruption inherit incorruption, i Cor. 
xtr. foj J The 3d day He lofc ^^vcv ^vwsi \5wt. v 
dead. He afcended imo Vicwct\^ mv^ ^\\.xs.>5ci ^ 
the right hand of God t\vc ¥a\.\v« ^^^^"^^^^ 
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yjfibly to chofen incarilate witneiTes (Mat..xxviif«' 
Mar. xvLLuk. xxiv. John xx. zi. Ads u i~i i^ 
vii. yf, ftf — 60) i that his followers may be af^ 
lur'd, by fufficient tcftimony, of the perpetuity 
of his iupreme domiDion next under God the 
^. Father] i from thence He fhall come to judge 
the quick and the dead [al(o vifiblys Adsi. 11, 

Rev.i.7.Mat.xxiv.3— 5o,3i,-r42. i TheCiv.16.3 

7* I believe in the Uoly-gboft [zs the operator m 
the Godlike reglmeh of the vifible Chriftian- 
church] [f Cor., xii. I—} — 15, (^c. xiii] ; 

'* the holy Catholick-church [vifible, united in re-^ 
giminal co-operation by powers receivM of the 

^ Holy^gholl] i the communion of faints [in mu-^ 
tual communication of all vifible good-offices and 
temporal fuperfluities to each other, as need re« 

io.quireth,in vifiblc-church-mcmbeHhip] ^ the for* 
givennefs of (ins l^againft each other mutually i 
as God, for Chrilt*s ^e^ forgives the fins of 
every true penitent in the vifible-church, reftor* 
ing him to Church-membcrihip] [Mat. vi« I2~ 

> >• I f ] I the reiiirre&ion of the body [vifibly, in the 
vifible Church > as Cbrift rote vifibly. i Cor. if] ; 

.>2.and the life everlaftiiig [in that re{urre£^ion*body 
immortal, fpiritua), powerful,incpfruptible, i Cor« 
XV. 4Z.— 4f . Rcv.xx.(j.3 Ainen [faith the faithful 
and crue witnels, Chriil Uiinlelf, Rev« iii. 143. 

The NiGENE-CnEED Paraphrased. 

I Believe [in order to fuitable nraSice in the 
ftate of the Faithful } which, by faithful (pi; 
ritual works building up the Holy-place or mid-> 
die- (late in the fpiritual temple or inward King-| 
dom of God («. e. the invihblc church within)^ 
goes on conquering and to conquer its (jpiritual 
enemies. Rev. vi. z. xix. — 11— 14] in 
i dod [fontal om only felf-exillent all-pcrfe£b fieq 



nikfl the Father-almigbty [the one only (h- 
jpreme generator and regenerator of the diivine- 
life in ^1 bis obedient people $ (b as, &c. as in 
the Apoftles-creed parapbrasM above], maker ^^ 
qf heaven and earth [both this vifible world 
inhabited by manj with its atmofphaeric hea- 
ven s and the invifible political or Spiritual hea- 
ycn and earth alfo belonging to mankind gene* 
rated or regenerated Godlike, i. e. the legiflative 
and executive fyftems in political-life j the caufal 
^nd viral fyftems In private-life. For the legal 
fyftem or legal iri-fanion in publick political- 
life, and the moral-fyftem in private-life ; was 
that part of the divine life derived of God as 
Father-Almighty], and of all things vifiblc and 
invifible [i. e. creator and fupreme ruler of all 
other beings, whether material or immateri- 
al, aftive or paffive, free or enflav'd^ upright or 
lapled thro' abufe of liberty] [hence this creed 
is throughout to be underftoodof the invifible life 
and church-ftate, as well as of the vifible]. 

A N b in one Lord [abfolute ruler over his (er- ai. 
vants,' or abfolute matter over his difciples] Jefus 
(thrift [anointed with fulneis of fpiritual gifts . 
and graces of the Holy-fpirit in his human-na- 
ture, to quality him for being vifible Saviour of 
the world vifible. and invifible or inward Savi*- 
ourof the invifible- world], the only begotten Son 
of God [as to his invifible divine-nature manifeflj-' 
cd to the invifible world, thro' the eye of the 
mind or underftanding, by his doing the works 
of his Father, fuch divine-works as none other 
man ever did. John i; 8. xv. 24, x. Zf. ix. }2, 
53, xiv. 11], begotten of his Father before all 
worlds [A/«r«r, ^ ^. divine difpenfations gene* 
rative ot regfenerative of thfe divine-life in the 
creatures, Hcb, i. 1,2, &c.l fMat. %yl\\. v^^ 
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God of God [paternal to the inward invifible 
kingdom of God. Heb. i. 3— (J— 8. ii. 13 J, 
lighc of light [filial-divine to the inward in- 
vifible, kiogdonpf of God John i. i — 4 — iz— . 
14], very God of very Gal [fpiritually opera« 
tive in the (ame inward invifible kingdom of 
God. John i. 18— ^5— ^7— 53, 34. xiv, f], 
begotten, not made [out of nothing, by Crea- 
tive power exerted in place and time : as the 
creatures were], being of one fiibftance with 
the [invifible]] Father [John i. 1 — 3 — 18. xiv. 
7* ^« 3^]) by ^hom all things [vifible and invi- 
fible] were made [John i. i— 3] : who for us 
men [as to our temporal welfare in this vifible 
world], and for our (alvation [as to our eternal 
welfare in the inward invifible world] came down* 
from Heaven] I Tim. iv, 8 — 10. John vi. yi — 
J7], and was incarnate by the Holy-ghoft of 
the Virgin Mary [in both the vifible and invifible 
worlds) Luke i. 31^ — 3^. Gal. iv, ip], and was 
made man [in both vifible and invifible worlds i 
I Cor. XV. zi, zz — 44,45'. i Per. iii. 18, ip— 

4. zi], and was crucified alio for us under Ponti- 
us Pilate [both vifibly and invifibly $ on the 
crofi, and by afiaults of the invifible powers of 
darkncls: Luk. xxii. 40 — 42 — 44 — 53. xxiii. 
35, &c]. He fuftercd and was buried [1 Cor. 

5. XV. 3, 4, &c.], and the 3d, day He rofe again 
according; to the fcriptures' [both as to his out- 
ward viable lite, and inward invifible underftood 
by the eye of faith or intelledual-vifion j z 
Cor. iv. 10 — 14 — 18], and afcended into Hea- 
ven, and fittcth on the right-hand of the Fa. 
ther [both vifibly to incarnate bodily eyes i A&s 
i. p. vii- 56. and invifibly to them, tho* fecn 
intelleftually by the cfFe&s of his fupreme do- 
minion foretold in the Apocalypfe and fince ful- 

6. fill'd]. And He fiiall come again with glory 

to 



to. judge. both the quick and the dead [vifiblyi 
A&s i. II. l^cv. i. 7. Mat. xxiV. 3— ;o, 31 — 
4z, I ThcC iv. 1(5. and invifibly or fplritually 
in ^ery true chriftian Ibul, i Con ii. t ^6—: 
lo-l. 15— If.' Hi. 1—^—13—1(1]; whofc King- 
dom ihall have no end [his vifible chtirch con« 
tinning to the laft judgment, arid furviving ic 
for ever in the invifible kingdom of God % 
i TheC iv. itf, 17* . Rev. xxi. if— ^7. xxii, 
i— 13— itf] [Dab* vil. 13, 14, z(j, 27]. 

A M D 1 believe iii the Holy-ghoft [Mat. 7* 
iayixu 18, 19^ 20. manifefted vifibly to the 
yifible church by vifible powers conferred on 
its governors in promoting an outwardly holy- 
Jife, i^Cor, xii. 1—4—7 — ii~28. Eph. iv, 
ti^ iz. alfo manifefled to the invjQble church 
or ftate of the Faithful in the ihward king- 
dom of (jod by invifible powers, gifts and 
graces (i Cor. xil John xiv. If, i(ji, 17. iii. 
S} 6j 8)], the Ldrd and givi?r of life [Rom. 
viii. II. i Cor. iii. 6. Rev. xi.. ii. both to 
the vifible (Gen. i. z.) and invifible churchj, 
"Who proceedeth fronn the Father arid the Son 
\io the vifible church vifibly (Mat. iii. 1(7, 
17. jfbhn xiv. 2(J. XX. %z. Luk. Xxiv. 49; 
A£ls i. 4, f, 8. ii. 2, 3, 4),' and continued 
by a fiiicceflion of vifible powers (i John v. 7, 
SJI : to the invifible church or flate of the 
Faithful invifibly (John xv. 2(5. xvi. 7—13^^ 
14, If, iii. 8)], who with the Father and thq 
Son together IS worflilpped and glorified [both 
in the vifible (Mat. xxviii. 18, ip, 20.) and 
invifible church (Rev. i. 4, f, 6. iv. 2— f — 
8— II. vv. 6—13, 140]^ who fpake by the 
Prophets [2 Pet. i. 21. Heb. i. i. both ia 
the vifible and invifible churoh, i.e. typically 
or flterafly, and fpiritually (Heb.^ xi. 1—5, &fij* 

£ I CQt% 
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t. I Cor. X. It)]. And I believe one Catholkk 
and Apoftolick church [i Con xii. 4«-i£^ 
27, 28. Eph. iv. iy 4, f, tf— 15— itf. U 
iPi 209 II) 12, vifible and invifible ^ Heb. 

10 xii. I — tS — 2ij 2j, 243. [acknowledge one 
bapcifm for the remiffion of fins [[outward 
evil habits by cleanfing water-j;|iflblvent (i. e. 
accompanied with purific laws) in the vifible 
church ; inward evil-habits by the Holy- 
ghofl; and by fire in the invifible-church or 
iUte of th&FaithfuU Mat; iii. ii^ 12. Heb. 

M^i. 23, and I look fof the refurre3:ion of the 
dead [the firft refurreflion^ being that in the 
vifible church : the 2d refurre&ion, being that 
in the invifible. Rev. xx. 4, f, 6. ^^ ThdC 
iv. 13—15, 17, Mat, xxvii. 52, 5-3^, and 

1 2. the life of the world [Ai«r3 to come [be- 
tween the two refurre&ions in the vifible 
church, being the vifible labbatifm Chiliadic 
(Rev. XX. i-^j— -6— 8) : and after the fecond 
relurre^iion and laft judgment in the invifible 
church, beingthe eternal Ubbatifm (piritual (Rev. 
XX. 9 — II— 13— ifi 21, 22. 2 Pet. iii. f — ^7-^ 
15. I ThcC iv. If, 1 5^ 17)3* Amen [&ith 
the Faithful and true witnefs, Chrift Himfel^ 
in both the vifible (Rev. iiL 14). and invifible 
(Rev. xxii. 20, 21) church}- The firft re* 
iurrcdion is into the fiate of the Faithful > from 
Deluvian-baptifmal death of Catecfaumen-peni* 
tent. The (econd refurre^ion, into the per- 
fe6l-ftate$ from fire-baptifmal-death of faithful 
pcnitenr, by fpiTitualcircumcifion(Gen. xvii. 1— « 
f — 14. xix. 24. Jude 7. z Pet. iii. tf, 7. ii. 
f, 6. I Pet., iii. 20, 21). 



^^ jI Com- 



I 37 1 

V r 1 



4I Gmforifin hrtwien the Apostles and 
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£pH. iL to. Aod are builc [unco an holy 
Minple in the Lord, for the habitation of God 
thro* the fpiric. 21, ii] upon the foundation 
of the Ai>oftle8 [in the Catechumen* ilate in* 
ftrafted by the Apoftles-creed] and prophets 
^interpreting the inward fpiritual meaning of 
the elemental typic inftrudion conveyed in the 
Apoftks-creed for r^ulacion of the outward 
chri(lian*life. This prophetic- interpretation is 
fumviM up in the Nicene*creed for the ufe 
of the Faithful] Jefus-Chrift himfelf being the 
diief coroer-ftone [as explained in the Atha* 
mSiwKcreedi for the ule of the perfeffc]. 

Tfls Apoftles were ambafladors from Chrift^ 
dire&ed to the outward polity or form of life, 
the Catechumen-ftate [Luk. ix. 1— tf. x. i— f — 
8-^9—16. Mat. X. I— 7— 14 — ^tj— 40— 41]. 
The prophets, direfted to the inward policy or 
form of liie or ftate of the fiiithful [Mat. x. 
41. I Cor. xiv; i — 3—^—22—24—26—25— 
5 i-^37~3p]. Chrift, in his own perfonj dircftcd 
to the pcrfca [Mat. v. 48]. 

Thb diftlnftion between the ufes of the 
Apoftles and Nicene-creeds will be better un* 
dcrftood from the following obiervations. The 
Nicene-creed leads us more openly or explicitely 
into the 2d. or paradifiacal heaven (the ilate of 
the Abrahamic faithful), by adding to the 2d. 
article of the Apoftles-creed [and of all things 
vifible and invifible] \ thereby direding us to 
carry every article of the Apoftles*crecd (lite- 
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ra]ly belonging to the viable church on earth or the 
irft; and incarnate heaven), by juft dnilogy, ind» 
ihe Abrahamic (Luk. xvi. iz.) invifible-chutfpli 
l^elonging to the intermediace-flate between 
death a^d the refurre^ion ^ [which, by the A- 
thanafian*preed, is carried into the ^d. heavep, 
(z Cor. 3^ii. :&— 4) or that of the immortab 
in the poft-refurroStion-fiace of the perfed now. 
invifible tq mortal eyes, out of the zd. or A- 
brabamic-heaven parted frpm it by the veil of if 
the temple typical, until the rending of that 
veil by Chriil's death: Mat. xi^vii. fo— fj. 
Heb. 3f, I — 10— liij— ip, zo]. fuitablylto this 
intention vis added to the ^[d. Article of the Apoir 
ties- creed (begottep of his Father before all 
worlds, God pf God, light of light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of. 
one fubftancc with the Father, by whom all 
things were made : who for us men and for 
our Hilvaiion came down frpm heaven, and was! 
incarnate by [inftcad of 5 conceived by] the Ho- 
ly-ghoft^ Sec. and was made ^lany; inthe 4tb. 
article^ the descent into H^dcs is omitted in the 
Nicenc-crced J in the fth article. Is added, in. 
the Nicene-crecd (according to the fcriptures),^ 
inllead of (from the dead) 5 and (of the Father)! 
inftcad of (God the Father^^almigbty) ; in the. 
fSth. article (with glory) and (whofe kingdom 
fhafl have no end) 5 in the 7Jh. article, (the 
t-ord and giver of l^fc, whp procecdeth front 
the Father and the Son j who with the Father and • 
the Son together is worfliipped and glorified^* 
who fpake by the prophets) j in the 8th. article,'' 
(one apollolic), inftead of (holy) j the 5)th. article 
of the Apoftles-crecd, is omitted in the Nicene-* 
creed, for there is no prcycrty in the invifibr©. 
church J in the 10th. grti^lc, (pqe bapxifra)^ in 
' ' ' the 
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the iitb: aitide, (dead), inflead of (bod]r)| io 
the I2di, and laft article (wotld to come) iD^ 
flead of (everlafiing). 



■* 



I T is bumbly hoped, that the publicadoo 
of this will excite fome able pern to comft 
^hat is amift and fupply what is waqtiog in 
this well intended Eflay to jpromote the pub- 
lick*good } mi diat the candid Reader will tnaei 
fore forgive its imperfeftions. 
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i& T% £ D I C A T I O N.]>age, read [Deliverances.] iUd, L' 
JgJ ia» after [Hopes] infert [deriy*d] p. 7. ]* la, put fc 
for g in cbangfgiyingj. p. 9. laft 1. read [triamfbal]. p. to, L $p 
read [vidbrious]. p. 12. J. 10. dele[,] p, 16, 1. 14. read [worlds], 
p. 21. L 34. read [experimentally ]« p. 23. L 19, read [Nations.] 
p. 24* line 1 1, put a pundlum auer [God] L 29^ b^ia cIm 
Parembefis atter [life]. 

«• la L aa» fead [nordieni]. p. 04; L S. dele [Ignat]. p« 
>f a, L a. read [John n. xxL]. p. |^ L 33. for fs] 1 read 
lYiiij. Jf4 S4- U I7- fof ]> P»^ [• P- 3^* L »3i for [»i, »a,]j| 
fiead[xxu sdl]« 
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